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WAS SAUL OF TARSUS SAVED BEFORE HE WAS BAPTIZED? 
 

 Saul of Tarsus, also called Paul (Acts 13:9), 

received the forgiveness of his sins by Jesus’ blood 

(Ephesians 1:7). At some point, Saul was baptized 

(Acts 9:17,18).  

 Those who believe the Bible is God’s word accept 

these facts without hesitation. There is a disagreement 

among Bible believers, however, on the question of 

when Paul’s personal salvation came. Many believe 

that he was saved before he was immersed in water. If 

that be the case, then water baptism was not a 

condition of his initial salvation, and since those who 

are saved today are saved in the same manner that 

Saul was, then that would mean that water salvation is 

not a condition of forgiveness today, either. Thus, the 

timing of Saul’s salvation is not a trivial question. 

 I want to mention five of the arguments which I 

personally have encountered from those who affirm 

that Paul was saved before he was baptized. This topic 

often arises as we discuss the topic of salvation and 

the purpose of water baptism. I am not suggesting that 

people do not use any other lines of reasoning, simply 

that these are the five with which I am most familiar. 

Also, please note that each of these arguments is 

connected directly with the conversion of Saul and 

may not always be brought into our discussions of 

other conversions. We will number the five. 

  (1) Saul called Jesus “Lord” before he was 

baptized, so he was saved prior to baptism. When 

Jesus appeared to Saul on the road to Damascus, Saul 

asked, “Who are You, Lord?” (Acts 9:5). At that point, 

Saul used the word “Lord” as a matter of respect/ 

honor, not knowing at the time whom Jesus was. After 

Jesus told him, “I am Jesus” (9:5), Saul’s response 

was, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” (9:6). Saul 

knew that if Jesus was talking to him, then He was 

risen from the dead and still alive! Yet, simply calling 

Jesus “Lord” is not all that there is in doing the 

Father’s will (Matthew 7:21). Saul was making 

progress, but, no, he was not yet saved. 

 (2) Ananias called Saul “brother” prior to his 

baptism, so that mean’s Saul already was a saved 

brother in the Lord. Not at all. It is undeniable that 

Ananias called Saul “brother”: “And Ananias . . . said, 

Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus . . . has sent me . . .” 

(9:17). The truth is, Ananias and Saul both were Jews, 

meaning they were brothers in the Jewish race. We 

frequently read in the book of Acts that Jewish 

disciples of Jesus called non-saved Jews “brethren,” 

and vice versa. The multitude of Jews called the 

apostles “brethren” on Pentecost (Acts 2:37), Stephen 

called the Jewish leaders “brethren” (7:2), and so on. 

 (3) Paul prayed before he received baptism (Acts 

9:11,18), so he must have been a saved man before his 

immersion. First, other verses will show that he was 

not saved by praying. Second, many people pray who 

are not in a saved relationship with God (Proverbs 

28:9). A praying person is not necessarily a saved one. 

 (4) He received the Holy Spirit before he was 

baptized, and God only gives the Spirit to those who 

already are His children. There is no proof that Saul 

received the Spirit prior to his baptism. Ananias told 

him, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to 

you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may 

receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Immediately there fell from his eyes something like 

scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose 

and was baptized” (9:17,18). Saul’s sight returned to 

him when Ananias laid hands on him. The Bible does 

not say that he received the Spirit when Ananias laid 

hands on him. All that Ananias’ statement indicated 

about the Spirit is that Paul would receive Him as a 

consequence of Ananias’ coming. As Jesus did with 

the other apostles, He would supply the Spirit to Paul 

at a time which He would choose, but it did not come 

about by the laying on of a non-apostle’s hands. 

 (5) Paul said he was justified by faith, not 

baptism. He did write that he was among those who 

were justified by faith (Romans 5:1). His faith was the 

foundation of his decision to turn to and serve the 

Lord, but before that faith would save him, it had to be 

manifested in repentance and baptism (Acts 2:38). 

 Just why was Saul baptized? He was told to do it 

to wash away his sins (Acts 22:16). Paul was baptized 

into the Christ to have newness of life (Romans 

6:3,4). Before his baptism, he was still outside of 

Jesus – still outside of redemption and still lost. Saul 

was saved in Damascus, not on the road leading to it. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 19 
 

 In this chapter we see different instructions about 

justice and how the Israelites were to deal with others.  

 Cities of refuge – God already had given them 

three of these cities east of the Jordan River, and three 

more were to be added after they entered Canaan 

(19:1,2). What was the purpose of these cities? If 

someone unintentionally killed another person, he 

could flee to this city for refuge – to escape an 

avenger of blood (19:3-6). 

 The cities of refuge actually provide evidence that 

the Lord fulfilled the land promise which He had 

made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. “Now if the 

LORD your God enlarges your territory, as He swore 

to your fathers, and gives you the land which He 

promised to give to your fathers . . . then you shall 

add three more cities for yourself besides these three” 

(19:8,9). God later did supply those three new cities of 

refuge (Joshua 20:7-9); their establishment proved 

that the Lord fulfilled His land promise.  

 The cities of refuge reminded Israel of the value of 

human life. God did not want innocent blood to be 

shed (19:10), and the cities of refuge helped in that 

regard. Murder – the intentional killing of an innocent 

human, always has been against God’s will because 

He made man in His own image (Genesis 9:5,6). The 

key to abstaining from murder was the removal of 

hatred from the heart (19:11). A murderer is a hater, 

and God “went to the heart” to help remedy this evil. 

 Witnesses in matters of crime/sin – The Israelites 

were God’s people, but wherever there are humans, 

even those who strive to serve Jehovah, there will be 

some misconduct in their dealings one with another. 

In Israel, God required that there be two or three 

witnesses before a person could be punished for a 

crime (19:15). But what if a witness (or self-

proclaimed witness) did not tell the truth? By 

definition, what does a “false witness” do? “A faithful 

witness does not lie, but a false witness will utter lies” 

(Proverbs 14:5). It the judges determined that one 

“testified falsely against his brother,” then he was to 

be punished in the fashion that he wanted the one 

whom he accused to be punished (19:16-19). 

 Eye for eye and tooth for tooth – Many people 

today quote this passage, misapplying it as they do so. 

Taking a person’s life, eye, or other body part never was 

intended to be a matter in which an individual carried 

out punishment in some vigilante fashion. No, only the 

judicial authorities could carry out such punishment, 

and it was intended to eliminate people giving false 

testimony (19:19-21). It was used to make people 

think long and hard before making untrue accusations.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 

Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 20 
 

 This entire chapter deals with principles of warfare. 

 Do not fear as you prepare to go to battle – When 

Israel would face opposing armies possessing horses, 

chariots, and people which would far outnumber their 

own, God’s message to His people was do not be 

afraid, do not tremble, and do not let your heart faint 

(20:1-3). Why would there be no need to fear their 

enemies? Because the Lord would go with them, fight 

for them, and save them (20:4). The Israelites were 

not to sit on the sidelines and do nothing, though. 

They had to engage the enemy, use their weapons, and 

finish the fight. We, too, can take comfort in knowing 

that our Father will bless us as we engage in spiritual 

warfare and use His armor (Ephesians 6:10-17). 

 Some soldiers allowed to return home – In what 

instances would an Israelite soldier be exempt 

temporarily from military duty? (1) If he had built a 

new house but had not dedicated it (20:5); (2) If he 

had planted a vineyard but had not yet eaten its grapes 

(20:6); (3) If he had betrothed a woman but had not 

yet married her (20:7); (4) If he was “fearful and 

fainthearted” (20:8). This last one was the most 

serious scenario. A soldier who was afraid could cause 

his fellow soldiers to fear and lose heart, and that 

would be disastrous. This reminds us of the instance 

when 22,000 of Gideon’s soldiers returned home out 

of fear (Judges 7:3). As soldiers in the Christ’s 

spiritual army, He does not want us to have a spirit of 

fear (2 Timothy 1:7). Fear paralyzes and hinders. 

 Pursue peace before taking destructive action – As 

the army of Israel approached a city, they first were to 

make an offer of peace. If the people accepted the 

peace accord, then they would become the servants of 

Israel, but their lives would be spared (20:10,11). If, 

however, it refused Israel’s peace offer, then Israel 

was to besiege the city and kill the males. The women 

and little kids were to be spared (20:13,14). 

 The above-noted instructions applied only in those 

cases that did not involve the cities and people of the 

land of Canaan (20:15). For the Canaanites, it was a 

different story. How was Israel to deal with the 

Canaanite cities? No peace was to be offered. Instead, 

Israel was told to destroy them completely (20:16,17). 

Why? “Lest they teach you to do according to all their 

abominations which they have done for their gods, 

and you sin against the LORD your God” (20:18). 

Thus, it is clear that there was a spiritual motive 

behind God’s “wipe-them-out” clause. When you 

think about it, every single instruction that the Lord 

has given throughout history always has been with 

man’s spiritual well-being in mind.  
 -- Roger D. Campbell 



SOFTENING THE SOUND OF SIN

 Jesus came into the world to save sinners (1 

Timothy 1:15). In God’s plan, only His Son’s blood 

can provide a remedy and healing for man’s sin. 

 Regardless of the words which humans might use 

to portray it, sin is destructive, divisive, and deadly 

(Romans 6:23). Sin is ugly. It has unpleasant 

consequences in this life, but most importantly, sin 

can separate sinners eternally from the Godhead. 

 When our Savior lived on the earth, He spoke 

plainly about sin and its consequences. He openly 

declared that an evil man brings forth evil things from 

the evil treasure of his heart (Luke 6:45). In similar 

language, He said that “evil things come from within 

and defile a man” (Mark 7:23). Jesus did not shy 

away from calling sin what it is – “sin.” 

 It is not uncommon in our day for people to speak 

about matters that violate the teaching of the Bible in 

such a way that those transgressions do not sound so 

bad after all. The devil often uses this ploy. If he can 

cause people to tone down the rhetoric about evil, then 

maybe evildoers will remain comfortable in their sin 

and have no motivation to forsake it, resulting in their 

souls being lost eternally because their sins have not 

been cleansed by the blood of the Lamb. Portraying 

wickedness in a way that softens the sound of it 

causes people to look at it as if it is not all that serious.  

 If a Christian man constantly speaks and treats 

others in a harsh and uncompassionate manner, 

someone might say, “Well, that is just his character; 

he gets a little carried away.” Please, trying to justify 

his failure to show kindness and common courtesy (1 

Peter 3:8) is not acceptable.  

 A brother in the Lord goes nuts on the road 

screaming and yelling anytime that a driver cuts in 

front of him with his/her vehicle. Some would say, 

“Well, he kinda gets upset.” No, the man fails to 

bridle his tongue. How serious is that? It is sinful, and 

it causes one’s religion to be in vain (James 1:26). 

 On a regular basis, a married woman sleeps with a 

man who is not her husband. The Bible calls such 

activity “adultery” and states that adulterers will not 

inherit the kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 6:9,10). In 

modern times, some would say that this woman “has 

wandering eyes” or is “having an extramarital affair,” 

or “a mid-life crisis.” The truth? She is an adulteress.  

 The Bible’s message is that Christians are not to 

forsake the assembling of the saints (Hebrews 10:25). 

Some church member might say, “Well, we just have 

a hard time making it to services because our family 

always seems to have something going on that day.” 

Softening the sound of what is taking place does not 

remove this reality: these folks are service-forsakers.  

 The Bible teaches that “drunkards” will not inherit 

God’s kingdom (1 Corinthians 6:9,10). If we say, 

“Well, he enjoys his liquor” or “He has a little 

drinking problem,” such language is not helping the 

drunkard. It actually might embolden him. 

 God hates a lying tongue (Proverbs 6:16,17) and 

charges us to speak the truth (Ephesians 4:25). Enter 

the word “misspeak.” People use that word when they 

try to downplay their dishonesty. If a person has told a 

lie, he may say, “I misspoke.” That does not sound as 

bad as “lie,” does it? Here is a historical example. 

Twenty years ago, a world-famous person made a trip 

to a war-torn country in Europe. “Her initial version 

of events was that her plane landed under fire and she 

had to duck and run to her vehicle.” However, 

“television footage shows her disembarking with a 

smile, waving to the crowd and strolling across the 

tarmac to greet a little girl who read her a poem.” Uh, 

oh, she was caught in a lie. In reference to how she 

originally described what happened, a short time later 

she corrected herself: “I did misspeak the other day.” 

Madam, you lied. [quotes taken on 4 March 2016 from  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/magazine/7314726.stm]. 

 In Bible language, if one who has bed relations 

with a human who is not his/her spouse, that is called 

“fornication,” and God tells us to abstain from such 

action (1 Thessalonians 4:3). We are exposed to case 

after case of fornication in TV shows, movies, music, 

and the lives of entertainers. Oh, they do not use the 

word “fornication.” That sounds too intolerant, too 

condemning, and too old-fashioned. Instead, they call 

it “living together,” “spending the night,” or “having a 

partner.” What is taking place? God-forbidden sex.  

 Jehovah hates hands that shed innocent blood 

(Proverbs 6:16,17), which is an accurate description of 

what happens when an unborn human is aborted on 

purpose. Today when an expecting female has an 

abortion performed, it is said that she “made a choice 

not to have the baby.” In truth, what did she do? She 

paid someone to murder the human inside her womb.  

 God calls on Christians to present the truth in 

love, having our speech be with grace and seasoned 

with salt (Ephesians 4:15; Colossians 4:6). A preacher 

might spew forth venom as he declares the word. 

Someone might come to his defense and say, “That is 

just his way of getting the truth across.” Attempting to 

soften the sound of rudeness and reckless language 

does not minimize the wrong that is done.  

 As we go about teaching the great news that 

salvation is available through Jesus, let us not try to 

water down or soften the gospel’s message about sin.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/magazine/


Acts 17:11 – THE SCRIPTURES-SEARCHING BEREANS

 The apostle Paul preached the gospel in Berea, a 

city located in the first-century Roman province of 

Macedonia. Paul arrived in Berea after he had 

preached in Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-10).  

 Upon his arrival in Berea, Paul went into the 

synagogue of the Jews (17:10). What is written in the 

next verse contains words which are familiar and 

beloved to many Bible students: “These were more 

fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they 

received the word with all readiness, and searched the 

Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were 

so” (17:11). Observe some facts: 

  “These” Scriptures-searchers were the people 

whom Paul encountered in the Jewish synagogue 

(17:10). As tempting as it might be to think that this 

verse describes how the first-century Christians 

studied the word of God, the truth is, the context 

shows that Acts 17:11 is an account of how certain 

folks in Berea conducted themselves before they 

“believed” (17:12) and were converted.  

  These Bereans “were more fair-minded than 

those in Thessalonica.” Vine says that in this passage, 

the expression “more fair-minded” means “more 

noble-minded” [www2.mf.no/bibelprog/vines.pl?tofrom]. 
It is the same Greek word that is translated as the 

“noble” part of “nobleman” in one of Jesus’ parables 

(Luke 19:12). 

  These Bereans “received the word with all 

readiness.” What “word” did they hear? Two verses 

later we read that “the word of God was preached by 

Paul at Berea,” so the “word” that they received was 

not man’s ideas, but God’s truth. Thank God, these 

folks were not rejecters of that word, but receivers! 

The word “readiness” means “zeal, spirit, eagerness, 

inclination, readiness of mind” [Thayer, word no. 

4288 via e-Sword]. The ones described had a heart 

that longed to learn what God had to say in His word. 

All of us need to have such a spirit.  

  These Bereans searched “the Scriptures.” Which 

Scriptures? In this case, it would have been the Old 

Testament. Paul’s teaching custom was to prove from 

the message of the old covenant that Jesus was the 

promised Christ (17:2,3). That still works today as an 

effective way to show Jesus’ deity: read the Old 

Testament texts which foretold of the Messiah’s 

coming and then point out how in each case they were 

fulfilled in the life and work of Jesus of Nazareth.  

  These Bereans “searched” the Scriptures. Here 

the word “search” indicates that they examined, 

judged, or discerned [Thayer, word no. 350]. They put 

forth an effort to come to an understanding of what 

their Bible said. The Lord wants His people to 

understand His will (Ephesians 5:17), and we 

recognize that this does not happen by accident. We 

also admit from experience and observation that good 

understanding of the Bible does not come about by 

putting forth a minimal effort or having haphazardous 

study habits. These noble-minded folks who heard 

Paul’s preaching did not simply look through the 

Bible. They did not simply read it. Reading the 

Scriptures is great, but diligent study, searching, and 

meditation is better because it produces more lasting 

fruit. Blessed is the person who delights in the law of 

the Lord and meditates in it day and night (Psalm 1:2).  

  These Bereans searched the Scriptures “daily.” 

They may have set aside a special, extra time of study 

on the Sabbath, but these truth-seeking people were 

daily searchers of God’s word. Doing that on a 

consistent basis requires desire, time, commitment, 

and self-discipline. Does that describe the effort that 

you and I are making to learn God’s truth? 

 What was wrong with these people? How in the 

world could they find time to search the Scriptures 

every single day? Why did they have so much time on 

their hands? Did they not have other things to do? 

What, were they all retired or jobless or something? 

Did days back then last thirty hours instead of twenty-

four? Surely if those Bereans were living in our fast-

paced age of technology and stressful work, there is 

no way that they would find and take the time to study 

God’s word so much. Let us not kid ourselves. 

Diligently searching the Scriptures has nothing to do 

with culture, the period of history, or geography. It is 

all about having a heart that hungers and thirsts for 

righteousness (Matthew 5:6). We either have it or we 

don’t. Do you and I have such a heart? 

  These Bereans searched the Scriptures daily “to 

find out whether these things were so.” What things? 

The things that Paul was teaching them. They were 

putting the apostle to the test! They did not want to be 

led astray, and they knew that it was their personal 

responsibility to avoid being deceived.  

 We admire the spirit of those first-century Bereans. 

We can imitate their attitude and commitment to 

learning the truth. They not only learned it; they 

submitted to it, too (Acts 17:12). How fantastic!  

-- Roger D. Campbell 
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